(INSERT NAME OF MP HERE)

House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA

(INSERT DATE HERE)

Dear (INSERT NAME OF MP)

Please stop taxing my holiday / business trip /  trip to visit my friends and family (DELETE AS APPROPRIATE)

I am writing to you as my Member of Parliament to ask you to call on the Chancellor of the Exchequer to stop any further tax hikes on flights from the UK.

The UK is now the only country in the EU to charge Air Passenger Duty on airline passengers since the Dutch and Belgium Governments decided to abolish their version of the tax. Both those countries decided to scrap the tax after it became evident that it put them at a significant competitive and economic disadvantage. 

Why then is the UK Government determined to make air passengers pay more during these difficult economic times?

The increases to APD penalise long haul flights, despite there being no viable alternative mode of travel for passengers. Over the next two years the tax on flying from the UK will increase by up to 113% for long-haul flights. This will add up to an additional £90 on a flight.

The Treasury’s intended tax increases to passengers is clear to see in these examples:

	
	Now 
	November 2009

	November 2010



	Economy Class to Dubai
	£40
	£45
	£60

	Premium Economy to Barbados
	£80
	£100
	£150

	Upper Class to Sydney 
	£80
	£110
	£170


I understand that aviation must pay its fair share of tax and environmental costs, however the Government’s own cost assessment of aviation’s emissions put the climate change cost at £1.8bn, yet the Treasury is intending to increase its total tax take to over £2.5bn by 2011. 

I am therefore asking you to urge the Government not to penalise passengers or airlines to an extent no other country would contemplate.

Yours sincerely

(INSERT NAME)  

(INSERT ADDRESS) 

